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“A Leaf in the Breezeway” is Dave Armo’s follow-up to his 2004 debut album “Late Night Conversations.” San
Francisco’s Deli Magazine has dubbed Armo’s second record “just the beginning of what we’ll be hearing from
Armo...and lucky for us.”

Recorded all over California, “A Leaf in the Breezeway” features songs produced by Armo’s longtime friends and
fellow musicians Andrew Griffin & Jeff Rolka, Armo’s lifelong friend Jake Cosden, as well as tracks produced by Armo
himself. The new album includes explosive moments such as the opener “New Sun Rising” —a summary of the
themes and emotions from a popular American movie from 2003 and the longtime fan-favorite “Waterfront,” a final
note to one of Armo’s childhood classmates who passed away a few years ago.

Armo and Cosden recorded a demo version of this track back in 2005, the performance of which was so compelling
that it was also included on the album. While the opener features Armo wailing away at an electric guitar and
“Waterfront” features him at the piano that still sits in his parents’ home, both tunes feature the unparalleled
musicianship of members of the Legendary East Bay Wrecking Crew: Andrew Griffin (Cake, The Bloody Lovelies, Viv)
on drums, Jeff Rolka on piano, keyboards, guitars, backing vocals, and Peter Canton (Ice T, Bernie Worrell, Dave Ellis)
on bass. Rolka’s ability to harmonize with Armo is highlighted on the album’s second track “It’s Okay, I’'m Awake”
which was recorded in an old classroom at an undisclosed school. The musically dense “Nolo Contendere” was
undoubtedly written during a bout of insomnia and includes Cosden’s beautiful lead guitar work over one of the
greatest moments of drumming Griffin has ever contributed to a Dave Armo recording.

Other tracks feature Armo alone with an acoustic guitar and a harmonica, such as “Desperately” where we see Armo
stretching out to the political/folk genre as he sings about the uncertain and unsettling effects of globalization. Not
to mention two tracks featuring Armo singing alone at a piano: the solemn “Mardi” in which the songwriter
eulogizes the loss of his favorite acoustic guitar and “The Early Days of January” in which he also plays the organ
and sings of hope in a time of change, seemingly a response to the fourth track: “All Those Reasons” in which the
songwriter sings of the self-defeating effects of idleness. “All Those Reasons” again features Griffin and Rolka as
the rhythm section and contains Armo’s lead guitar work and self-recorded harmonies. Another fan-favorite “The
Westward Mile” - a historical, yet personal account of America’s westward expansion and the personal toll change
takes when one is hopeful is given a raw treatment to the extent that Armo’s voice suitably feels fragile.

“Whereabouts” is a tune Armo often performs alone with an acoustic guitar and at a slow tempo, but here he gives it
the rock treatment with Cosden on electric guitars, Griffin on drums, and Rolka on bass. While grappling whether or

not to keep the performance of “Whereabouts” personal, Armo reminded himself of Neil Young’s famous words that

an artist cannot be afraid to change or make decisions that he/she knows feel right. That’s why it is no surprise that
when asked to provide one word that describes the songs on the new record, Armo replies: “brave.”



